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Wonder Books 
each 25¢ 


Bryan, Dorothy & Marguerite THE FOUR PUPPIES WHO WANTED A HOME 
ill. by Si Frankel 

Rowand, Phyllis WHO DOES BABY LOOK LIKE? author ill. 

Wilde, Irma THE HUNGRY LITTLE BUNNY author ill. 


For very young children - kindergarten and pre-kindergarten - these bright little 
books should carry appeal. The tale of puppies who find the homes they want most is charm- 
ingly pictured in sharp colors and broad lines. Miss Rowand's illustrations for a jolly 
bit of nonsense about guessing who the new baby looks like are gaily absurd. The moral of 
the bunny tale is that home lettuce and carrots, in spite of the temptation of delicacies 
abroad, taste best of all. Big full-color pictures of the various farm and wild animals 
who offer to share their breakfasts with bunny. (Publ.) 


Rojankovsky, Feodor- Jllus. Simon & Schuster 
THE GREAT BIG ANIMAL BOOK $1.00 


A big Golden Book and a stunning one, though the values lie in the execution not 
the idea. All the familiar and recognizable farm animals are here,- mare and colt, cow and 
calf, goat and kid, sheep and lambs, donkey and her baby, hen, rooster and chicks, dog and 
cat, rabbits, pigs, geese, a turkey, guinea hens, ducks - a friendly, peaceful lot, on more 
cooperative terms than possibly nature permits - but pleasant. The pictures are superbly 
drawn and excellent in reproduction- double page spreads throughout. The book will soon be 
worn out from fond handling. Boards- laminated. (Publ. ) 


Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
Bach $.25 
Brown, Margaret Wise- THE WONDERFUL HOUSE. Pictures by J.P. Miller 


Disney, Walt - CINDERELLA 
*Jackson, Kathryn & Byron- LITTLE YIP YIP. Pictures by Tibor Gergely 


Margaret Wise Brown's book is a disappointment, and uneven in development. A non- 
sense question-and-answer book, and not very credible nonsense. The age level is erratic; 
a few very small children recognize a snail shell as a home, more perhaps know a turtle. 
But when she gets into the wrong guesses and the more elaborate text, the picture book age 
is left completely in the dark. The pictures have a comic strip quality. But - inevitably- 
Miss Brown's name carries weight and sales values. 


The Disney CINDERELLA will be in demand for those who know the picture. It is a 
glossing over of the rags to riches extremes, and even the cruelties of the step-sisters 
become simply indignities and selfishness. For an individual oarp- I object to the fat 
and comfortable fairy godmother, instead of the conventional glamor fairy. 


* The third book- LITTLE YIP YIP, is one of the Jacksons' best,- a cute story of a 
puppy whose bark was so ineffectual that it accomplished nothing, until he found that it 
grew into a real bark when performed inside a pail- or a pipe- or an oil can. And of how 
eventually the yip grew up into a life-sized watch dog bark. (Publ.) 
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Wonder Books Grosset & Dunlap ) 
$25 
Spyri, Johanna HEIDI, adapted and abridged ill. by Steffie BE. Lerch | 


An unnecessarily bloodless adaptation of the beloved old tale of little Heidi, 
hills, goats, Peter and Grandfather, who learned the story of the Prodigal Son. The charm 
and the atmosphere is lost in the rush. Bright but characterless illustrations. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD | 


Bulla, Clyde Robert Crowell 
SURPRISE FOR A COWBOY $2.25 


A very young but happy adventure for the Hopalong set, this is paced for a young~ 
er age group than the author’s Riding the Pony Express. Danny spends a wonderful summer on 
his Uncle Mack's Bar-K ranch, riding, learning about what a cowboy does, camping out with 
Slim, the real cowboy, making a friend, and then spending an eery night on the plains alone | 
when he has to be very brave. After his night outdoors and quick thinking that helped put | 
out a fire, Slim calls him a “real cowboy". But the true surprise comes when Danny finds il 
he may live in the West and see the fall round-up and rodeo when his parents decide to stay 
for good. Elementary and pre-Lone Ranger. We have not seen the Grace Paull illustrations, 
but her others have been excellent. (August). 


Forbes, Karine Crowell | 
THE THIRSTY LION $2.00 ! 


An enchanting might~be-true tale about Melissa (seven), Bunny (six), and Kit 
(three) and a thirsty lion escaped from the zoo. Bunny was the first to discover Lionel, 
or rather Lionel discovered Bunny as the Lion was pattering through the woods in search of 
cool tonics to drink. Soon Lionel was established in the comfortable playhouse belonging 
to the children, but the children had not counted on such an expense, for Lionel consumed 
root beer and pop at a tremendous rate and was a pig about the children's own tonic. Fi- 
nally Lionel, disguised in clothes and dark glasses, orders his own pop at the market, 
although his enthusiasm for the market is his undoing - as he is apprehended puttering 
appreciatively around empty tonic bottles by the store manager and a squad from the Zoo. 
Light-hearted nonsense. Illustrations (which we have not seen) by Lisl Weil. (September). 


Leonard, Nellie ; Crowell 
THE GRAYMOUSE FAMILY $1.75 


Nothing new in this domestic mouse story which smacks of the English F/y-By~ 
Nights by Averil Newell. Lacking the magic of Alice in Wonderland exaggeration in which 
human characteristics are satirically infused, or the elfin qualities of Beatrix Potter's 
mice, this family of mice is rather dull - either as human counterparts or mice. Mother 
Graymouse and her children (who have sticky names such as Silver Ears and Teenty) live 
in the attic of the house belonging to Mr. and Mrs. Giant. There are escapes from Black 
Tom, the cat, excursions for food, family parties with relatives, Christmas, Hallowe'en, 
an excursion to the country - really upper-middle class mice, with average problems. May 
be helped by the illustrations by Barbara Cooney. (August). 
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Brown, Margaret Wise Harper 
THE DARK WOOD OF THE GOLDEN BIRDS $1.75 


When two artists like this artist with words and Leonard Weisgard join forces 
there should be occasion for exultation. But this time we feel that they have gone too far 
into a rarified atmosphere remote from child interest. There's even a subtle aura of fear 
engendered - and never clarified in the story of the forest from which comes the music of 
golden birds, into which people who venture never return or else return speaking an un- 
known language. An old man shelters two wayfaring children, and keeps for them the magic 
of the forest and the song. But when they want to enter the wood he breaks the charm by 
saying he cannot hear the song and the birds are unreal. He becomes ill; the boy goes in- 
to the forest; and when ultimately he returns, the magic is there again but the mystery 
remains illusive. Somehow it doesn’t come off. (6/21) 


World 
THE WILD WEST $1.00 


Manso, Leo 


An ingenious punch-out playbook, with a brief scene-setting text about a covered 
wagon journey to Santa Fe. Dazzling full-color illustrations unfold to form three “sets"- 
a Western town, the open plains and an Indian village. Also, there are die-cut characters 
to punch out, fold and set up - cowboys, Indians, wagons, horses, wigwams, rifles, etc. 
These are printed on separate pages so the book need not be cut up. Paper bound with a 
plastic spiral binder, but perishable, of course, and the skill required in assembling 
pulls it out of the kindergarten category. This should have double-barrelled sales value. 


(Publ. ) 
EASY READING 


Golden Story Books Simon & Schuster 
Each $.25 


Bechdolt, Jack- HORSE STORIES- Pictures by Cornelius DeWitt 
Werner, Jane- CHATTERLY SQUIRREL. 12 Animal Adventures. Pictures by J.P. Miller. 


The Bechdolt book is possibly something of a sop to the television crew, for here 
is a rip-roaring Western, one step from the comics, along with three other horse stories. 


The pictures, too, fall into that category. 


The 12 animal stories in CHATTERLY SQUIRREL deal with country animals such as 
moles, groundhogs, etc. with a bit of more remote concern in a camel story and a bear cub 
story. Reasonably good tale spinning; the pictures I didn't like. 


Watch your bindings; the reenforcements are inadequate and tend to curl. (Publ. ) 


Whitman 


Lindman, Maj 
SNOWBOOT $1.50 
Sequel to FIRE EYE, in a story about Fire Eye's colt, Snowboot. Bob worshipped 
the pretty little colt, and forgave him the bad habit of running away. But one time Snow- 
boot ran away so far he couldn't be found, until the County Fair brought to Bob's atten- 
tion (thanks to his collie) a yearling marked just like Snowboot. Then came the problem. 
A stray, he had been rescued and fed by Jim, just such a boy as Bob- who loved the colt 
just as much. But Jim's father couldn't afford to keep him, so Bob got him back, with Jim 
as farm help and companion. A simple little story, with the type of flat color wash pic- 
tures Maj Lindman always does. But somehow she has magic for her young audience. Cloth 


with pastedown. (Publ. ) 
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Woolley, Catherine Morrow 
SCHOOLROOM ZOO Y $2.00 


For children who collect and those who squirm at the sight of rats, mice and 
leggedy crawlers this story of how a schoolroom nature collection was organized should of- 
fer sympathetic encouragement. Eight-year-old Ellie, happy in the possession of a dog, 
cat, mouse, & small red eft and a snake, was confused at the nervous distaste of her moth- 
er and older sister for the home menagerie. After Ellie terrorizes Lilac, a fellow class- 
mate in grade 5, with a snake, Miss French, the teacher, decides that a safe, centralized 
collection is wise, both for class discipline and as an incentive to nature study. In the 
excitement of studying insects and rodents first hand, the squirmers, finally including 
Lilac, forget their repulsion, and a delightful accident when a nest of baby praying man- 
tises hatches explosively in the schoolroom brings grade three and Ellie some newspaper 
publicity. Chuckles and a pat on the back for back-pocket collectors. Illustrations in 
black and white by Iris Beatty Johnson. (9/6) , 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Fiction 


Mason, Haven A. Caxton 
RAINBOW GOLD $3.50 


Another unfortunate lore and period experiment, this time taking place in EBliza- 
bethan England. Pattye Paget, a fourteen-year~-old farm girl in a small village, amazes the 
home folk by venturing into places where spirits dwell, curing the sick, knowing how to 
read and spell, and driving out ghosts from the estate of the Lord of Boncaster. Although 
she has a charm promised to save her from evil,Pattye mows better, and convinces the lord 
and the village people that evil is only in the mind. Pattye is cleared of the accusation 
of witchcraft, comes into money, endows a school for the poor, and is on the way to marr- 
iage with the lord's son. An improbable and historically incredible story, but might have 
passed with simpler style and realistic characterizations. This publisher has wandered 
far off from the interests of young people - the heroes and heroines are saccharine, unreal- 
the atmosphere stuffy. Sketches in black and white by Helen Hughes Wilson. (7/1) 


Baumann, John Morrow 
IDAHO SPROUT $2.50 


* Based on Old Man Crow’s Boy, published in 1948, this story of an Idaho boyhood 
from 1882- 87 is a rugged, vivid saga of life on the plains and the range. The son of Old 
Man Crow, nicknamed Sprout, accepted with awe and admiration his father's hard fisted law 
in the small "town" he had settled in 1880 on the edge of the Malad River Basin. With a 
tenacity reminiscent of the Old Man, and native ingenuity, Sprout learns and grows, condi- 
tioned by an environment which demands self reliance, courage and skill. Bear hunts, local 
sheep herders' feuds, & wild escape with a hidden cargo of gold, mountain lions, trapping 
and @ man hunt pace the pages of the book. The style is taunt, mature, highlighting the 
action. Superior Western-lore for boys. (8/23) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Non-fiction 


Special Note 


Canfield, Leon H. Houghton, Mifflin 
& Wilder, Howard THE MAKING OF MODERN AMERICA $5.00 
Wilder, Howard B., Ludlum, Robert P. Houghton, Mifflin © 


& Brown, Harriett M. THIS IS AMERICA'S STORY $5.00 
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For librarians and booksellers with an eye to supplying the needs of youngsters doing sum- 
mer make-up work in American history, or for family reference material, these textbooks, 
double-listed for trade, are worth some attention. Both books are handsomely illustrated- 
THE MAKING OF MODERN AMERICA has some stunning plates and charts - and the material is ar- 
ranged and decorated in an attractive "broken up" style to encourage browsing. Both texts 
cover material through the 1948 election, and the style is simple and informal. THE MAKING 


OF MODERN AMERICA has more meat for reference. (Publ.) 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Crowell 


Jackson, C. Paul 
ROOKIE FIRST BASEMAN $2.50 
Neat as the crack of a bat, this latest by the author of Rose Bowl All American 
and Tournament Forward is a sustained, three dimensional baseball yarn of character regen- 
eration to Big League standing - without the overblown manly histrionics common to sports 
juveniles. It didn't take seventeen-year-old Johnny Parr long to work his way up through 
the Tiger's farm system to Detroit's big league team, but it wasn't long before his in- 
stability and hot-headedness, familiar to his former managers, began to catch up with hin- 
muddling his play and causing fines and suspensions. Growing up with a drinking father 
left its mark, but even when Parr Sr. reforms, Johnny cannot adjust himself to his team- 
mates or to cooperative team play. Shock psychology by a fatherly coach and Johnny's in- 
nate desire to be one of the gang do the trick. A minimum of moral uplift in the locker 


room, and plenty of baseball. (August). 


Crowell 


Lovelace, Maud Hart 
EMILY OF DEEP VALLEY $2.50 

* Another mellow, warm-hearted story of eager idealistic youth by the author of the 
Betsy Tacy books for girls. For Emily Webster, A on the debating team but C with the boys, 
graduating from the high school class of 1912 meant a time for personal stock-taking and 
firm resolve. Unable to go to college, missing her girl friends and occasional talks with 
the suave, stimulating Don Walker, and living alone with her grandfather made day-dreams 
of leaving Deep Valley, Minnesota, a tempting escape from loneliness. However, Emily de- 
cides to make the long days count. Organizing a club to study Browning, dancing and music 
lessons, reading with her grandfather, and most important of all, teaching English to the 
women of the isolated Syrian sector and starting a boys’ club to integrate Syrian and 
American children, finds Emily with few idle hours. A new hair style and clothes help 
mature her appearance, but Emily soon finds that maturity evolves through personal gener- 
osity and a creative, active mind. Finally through her activities with Little Syria Emily 
meets Jed Wakeman, also concerned with immigrant integration, and the book ends with the 
promise of a useful rewarding future together. Again the characters are vivid, real and 
the period setting convincing ~- clothes,college chatter, songs, dances, news events, high 
school capers, etc. All in all, a thoroughly satisfying book with warmth, wholesomeness 
and a good measure of sentiment, just ripe for the middle teens. Illustrated by Vera 


Neville. (August). 
Special Note on Two Reprints 


Doubleday 


Young Moderns Series 
each $1.00 


Asimov, Isaac PEBBLE IN THE SKY (reported for adults P.630- 1949) 
Clement, Hal NEEDLE (reported for adults P.7) 


e Two Science Fiction titles reprinted for young people - a vengeful “Symbiote” 
gelatins into a human form in NEEDLE and there is a cosmic row in PEBBLE IN THE SKY. Well- 
Sieh yarns for the goblin group and a good substitute for the pulps’ treatment. (Both 
9/21). 
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Crawford, Marion Harcourt, Brace 
THE LITTLE PRINCESSES $3.50 
® | This story of princesses Elizabeth and Margaret Rose by their governess, who had 


e on the Hurricane Deck of a Spanish Pony - the autobiography of a contrary son, cowboy, de- 
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been with them since her charges were five and two respectively, should have a great appeal 
for girls. “Crawfie" tells all - royal Christmases, lessons, trips and clothes, with an 
intimate portrait of the royal family in the grim pre-war years and the privations of the 
war period. Also a glimpse at Blizabeth's first royal flutterings when she became aware 

of Philip; Margaret Rose's social life and Elizabeth's baby. The glamor of royalty with 

a view of the demanding life of royal responsibility- a bit starry-eyed but has a strong 
“celebrity” appeal. Photographs. (Full report on P. 319) (7/13) 


Jaworski, Irene D. Harper 
BECOMING AMERICAN $1.50 


In the Bureau of Intercultural Education Publication Series, this should be ex- 
tremely valuable for use in high schools in the presentation of the problem of the immi- 
grant and the conflicts which many second generation young people have been forced to 
recognize- "why they left home", what the new country promised, statistics, conditions 
on arrival, formation of communities, anti-immigrant manifestations and rifts between old 
and young and finally the problem of Anglo-American dominance. Vital and timely with 
suggestions for essays and projects. (Full report on P. 322) (7/19) 


Siringo, Charles William Sloane 
A TEXAS COWBOY $3 .00 


Authentic Western material by the author of the cowboy's bible - Fifteen Years 


tective and writer. He writes in detail of the rugged restless life from Texas, to St. 
Louis, to California, back and forth, learning the skills of the range, on the trails, 
hunting buffalo, knowing Indians and Billy the Kid. This new edition has a fine introduc- 
tion by J. Frank Dobie. (Full report on P. 323) (7/24) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Deutsch, Albert Little, Brown 
OUR REJECTED CHILDREN $3.00 


The grim story of juvenile delinquency in America, and our "reform" schools from 
which seventy per cent graduate into adult crime. An investigation of state and private 
institutions - their brutal discipline, segregation, regimentation, over-crowding, re- 
pression, and only rarely psychiatric or recreational facilities. Also an analysis of 
delinquency which shows no one cause or cure - an indictment against slums, parents, ju- 
venile courts and detention cells, community and our crime-centered mass media - radio, 
movies as well as comics. However, in these indictments there are many indications of 
methods of prevention. A must for groups dealing with children and problems of community 
interest. (Pull. report on P. 325). (8/3). 





